Evidence that rat platelet fibrinogen molecules lack the gamma' chain variant found in plasma fibrinogen molecules.
Heterogeneity of rat plasma fibrinogen gamma chains (gamma A, gamma') is due to differential splicing of the primary mRNA transcript. Human gamma' chains, which amount to 7% of the total gamma chain population of plasma (hepatic) fibrinogen, are not detectable in fibrinogen isolated from platelets. In this investigation, we extended our studies to rats and found that gamma' chains, representing 30% of the rat plasma gamma chain population, are not detectable in their platelet fibrinogen.